hate the song, that’s not the only thing interesting about this holiday season staple. In Today 


N.J.’s Italian Christmas donkey 


Did you know “Dominick the Donkey” was born in New Jersey? The kitschy Christmas tune, about a well-tempered Italian Christmas 


donkey who helps Santa Claus traverse the hills of Italy, was sung by longtime Jersey resident Lou Monte. But whether you love or 


Che Star-Ledger 


AFFILIATED WITH nJ com 


$2.00 EARLY SUNDAY EDITION 


ENVIRONMENT 


TOXIC TROUBLE 


SWAMPS JERSEY 


JUAKEA 


Workers survey the Martin Aaron Inc. Superfund site in Camden. Hundreds of the nation’s most polluted places are at an increasing risk of 
spreading contamination beyond their borders by more frequent storms and rising seas. Matt Rourke, Associated Press 


N.J. has most Superfund cleanup sites located 
in flood-prone areas — a lethal mix for residents 


Jason Dearen, Michael Biesecker and Angeliki Kastanis Associated Press 


The Martin Aaron Inc. Superfund site is 
in the heart of Camden’s Waterfront South, a 
low-income neighborhood of crumbling row 
houses and industrial facilities stretching 
along the Delaware River. 

The 2%-acre lot, which takes up most of 
a city block, has been home to a succession 
of factories dating to 1886 that included a 
leather tannery. The air around the fenced 
site hangs heavy with the nose-stinging 
odor of solvents. Testing found that soil 
and groundwater under the site contained 
a witch’s brew of highly toxic chemicals, 
including PCBs and pesticides. 

Earlier this month, workers used heavy 
machinery to remove contaminated soil and 
to pump polluted water from deep under- 
ground. Long-range plans approved by the 
EPA call for eventually covering the land and 
restricting its future use. 

Just around the corner, Mark Skinner and 
his niece Cherise Skinner pushed her 1-year- 
old son in a stroller in front of their rented 
row house. Mark Skinner shrugged when 
asked about the work at the former indus- 
trial site. 

“It’s really contaminated, there’s a lot of 
stuffin the ground, but I don’t know what all 
itis,” said Skinner, 53, who works at a nearby 
scrap metal yard and has lived in Waterfront 
South since he was a teenager. 

Foul-smelling water filled the streets 
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there during Hurricane Sandy in 2012, flood- 
ing many basements, longtime residents 
said. Census data show about 17,250 people 
live within a mile of the Martin Aaron site — 
58 percent are black and 36 percent Latino. 

The Skinners are among nearly 2 million 
people in the U.S. who live within a mile of 
327 Superfund sites in areas prone to flood- 
ing or vulnerable to sea-level rise caused 
by climate change, according to an Associ- 
ated Press analysis of flood zone maps, cen- 
sus data and U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency records. 

This year’s historic hurricane season 
exposed a little-known public health threat: 
Highly polluted sites that can be inundated 
by floodwaters, potentially spreading toxic 
contamination. 

In Houston, more than a dozen Superfund 
sites were flooded by Hurricane Harvey, with 
breaches reported at two. In the Southeast 
and Puerto Rico, Superfund sites were bat- 
tered by driving rains and winds from hurri- 
canes Irma and Maria. 

The vulnerable sites highlighted by AP’s 
review are scattered across the nation, but 
New Jersey, Florida and California have the 
most, and the most people living near them. 
They are in largely low-income, heavily 
minority neighborhoods, the data show. 

Many of the 327 sites have had at least 
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States with the most 
toxic sites at risk 


Hundreds of the nation’s most polluted 
places are located in flood zones or in 
areas vulnerable to sea-level rise. 


Source: FEMA, NOAA, EPA and AP 
U.S. Census Bureau 
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Trump 
signs tax 
overhaul 
into law 


In ‘rush job’ event with no 
Congress members present, 
he touts his achievements 


Staff and wire reports 


In the end, Donald Trump’s top achieve- 
ment as president — a $1.5 trillion tax over- 
haul — was finalized in a “rush job” of an 
affair. And that was OK with him. 

None of the members of Congress who 
muscled through the biggest tax overhaul 
in 30 years were in the Oval Office on Fri- 
day as Trump signed the measure into 
law. That’s because the president was not 
pleased with news coverage that morning 
questioning whether he would get the bill 
signed before Christmas. So he ordered up 
a spur-of-the-moment signing event where 
he ticked through what he described as the 
“tremendous” accomplishments of his first 
year in office. 

“This is the capper,” Trump said of the 
tax package, using his last moments of the 
year in the White House to sign the bill 
before flying to Florida for the holidays. 
He also signed a temporary spending bill 
to keep the government running and pro- 
vide money to upgrade the nation’s missile 
defenses. 

But the tax cut was at the top of Trump’s 
mind after months of struggling to 
deliver his agenda through a Republican- 
SEE TAXES, 4 


Miss America 
CEO suspended 
amid scandal 


Amy Kuperinsky For The Star-Ledger 


The Miss America Organization sus- 
pended its CEO on Friday, less than 24 
hours after leaked emails surfaced show- 
ing him and others disparaging the appear- 
ance, intellect and sex lives of former Miss 
Americas. 

After a report exposed emails from Sam 
Haskell, CEO and executive chairman of 
the organization, that harshly disparaged 
pageant winners and former Miss Ameri- 
cas — revealing correspondence that called 
the women vulgar names and made misog- 
ynistic comments about looks and sex- 
ual behavior — 49 former Miss Americas 
issued an open letter calling for his resig- 
nation. 

Hours later, the Miss America board of 
directors announced it had voted to sus- 
pend Haskell. 

“My mistake is a mistake of words,” he 
said in a statement sent out soon afterward 
by the organization, which is an Atlantic 
City-based nonprofit group. 

Haskell said he would cooperate with 
the suspension but questioned the veracity 
of the emails, claiming the messages were 
edited and calling the story “so unkind 
SEE EMAILS, 4 
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